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' Ninety nine girls were married at the age of five years, 
forty four at four, thirty six at three, six at two, and three at 
age of one ! the babies in the last instances carrying a price 
of from three hundred and fifty to four hundred rupees a 
head, Strange, as it may sound, bargains are some times 
struck for children in the womb.' l 
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The novel is undoubtedly the finest example of medieval 
Japanese storytelling, and in it one caa trace the very 
growth of Japanese literature about the year 1000 A. D. 9 



-57 oo . ^. 975-1031 



10081021 



. _ _ _ 

1 Master Pieces of World Literature in Digest Form 
second series-Edited by Frank, N. Magill. 

2 Ibid. 

(1962). , 
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4 ........ Highly developed culture which flourished 

in Japan when Europe was just beginning to emerge from 
the dark ages. Observer. 

(From the Tale of Genji translated by Arthur Waley.) 
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The details of the plan by which he brought this about 
would make a tedious story, and as is my rule in such 
cases I have thought it better to omit them. 5 
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____ And you would soon be saying that this was 
no history but a mere made-up tale designed to influence 
the judgement of posterity. As it is I shall be called a scan- 
dal-monger; but that I cannot help. (OTT>;&^**O ^ 134.) 



8 .otf 






6 Page 103. 'The Tale of GenjL, translated fiom 
Japanese by Arthur Waley and published by George Allen 
Unwin Ltd; London (etc). Reprinted, Nov. 1927. 
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Lady Murasaki Shikibu, daughter of a famous Provincial 
Governor and widow of a lieutenant in the imperial guard. . 

As a lady in waiting to the Empress Akiko, she was 
completely familiar with Nipponese court ritual and 
ceremony, and her knowledge of Palace life is everywhere 
apparent in the adventures of her nobly-born hero, Prince 
Genji. 6 
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Second Series-Edited by Frank N* Magill. 
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(Kana) 












7 The earliest Japanese texts were written not in 
Japanese, but in Chinese, partly because Chinese was 
regarded as more dignified and partly because Chinese 
characters were most suited for writing Japanese. (Ency- 
clopaedia Britannica 12 Vol.). 

8 The literary spirit of the classical period was sensitive 
and delicate, polished and refined, professing realisation of 
the impennanence of human existence, but actually safely 
sheltered by the tranquil security of court life. (Encyclo- 
paedia Britannica 12 Vol.). 

Men wrote only serious treatises on learned subjects 
in Chinese, dismissing fiction as trivial, women, holding an 
unrestricted position in contemporary society, were able to 
indulge freely in light literature writing easily in the simple 

kana, (*** 85 760 Jg TT SgSwwSboa ^n^oOrf ScnS-sr-J^tf 

*^sfr- A <*6sfe), instead of the complicated Chinese charac- 
ters (2>S~ afc^tta). 
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l Mr. Waley's translation is marvellous for the 
subtlety, precision, and beauty of its language Saturday 
Review. 

One of the few translations in our language that have 
all the stamp of a original genius-Daily Express. 

I have nothing but enthusiasm for his translation as a 
whole-Punch. 

(From the Tale of Genji, translated by Arthur Waley.)- 
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, : Not softlier pillowed is jny head 
That rests by thine, unloving bride, 
Than, were those j agged stones ray bed. 

^through which the falls of NukT stride. 
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Would that 1 had some song that might detain 

The flute that bends its notes 

With the low rustling of the autumn leaves. 
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I am as the moon that walks the 'sky not knowing what 
menace the cruel hills may hold in store; high though she 
sweeps, her light may suddenly be blotted out. 
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Then in a fit of wild and uncontrollable jealousy she 
began to pour upon me a torrent of bitter reproaches, and 
with -a woman's savagery she suddenly seized my little 
finger and bit deep into it. 
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*There is a tendency among men as well as women' saidt 
*Zema nokami, so soon as they have acquired a little know- 
ledge of some kind, to want to display it to the best 
advantage. To have mastered all the difficulties in the 
Three Histories and Five Classics is no road to amiability.' 
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Genji never asked her by what name he was to call her, 
nor did he reveal his own identity. He came very poorly 
dressed and what was most unusual for him on foot. 
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1 lr The Tale of Genji -will probably prove one of the 
twelve great novels of the world Nation. (From the Tale 
of Genji translated by Arthur Waley)* 
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